***USE AT YOUR OWN RISK***
Quail Mountain
(5800+')
26B

Location: Riverside County, about 10 miles southeast of the town of Joshua Tree


 143 miles from Los Angeles


Maps:
Auto Club:

Riverside County


National Park Service:
Joshua Tree National Park


Topo:


Indian Cove 7½ and Keys View 7½ 

Note: Route 3 requires topo maps Indian Cove 7½, Joshua Tree South 7½, and East Deception Canyon 7½.

ROUTE 1
(National Park Service Entrance Fee)
Distance:
14 miles round trip

Gain:
1500 feet

Time:
7 hours round trip

Rating:
Class 1, Moderate


Navigation: Moderate


Leader Rating: "I" (normal conditions)

Route:
Sandy Road and cross-country

Original:
W. E. von Pertz and Paul Lipsohn, 


February 1968

DRIVING ROUTE 1
· Take I-10 east past Banning to the intersection with SR 62.

· Go north on SR 62 to Park Blvd. in the town of Joshua Tree with a sign “Joshua Tree National Park”. Turn right.

· Drive 16 miles on this road to the intersection with the Keys View Road. Turn right.

· Continue 1.5 miles farther to a gated dirt road on the right. Park here.

HIKING ROUTE 1
· From the parking area (4342'), hike west on the sandy road 5.5 miles, which eventually turns north, to its end at a turn-around southeast of the peak.

· Hike northwest to the second gully.

· Then ascend the ridge on your right (east) about l.5 miles to the summit. The register is found at a tall rock cairn at the south end of the summit plateau.

ROUTE 2

(National Park Service Entrance Fee)

Distance:
12 miles round trip

Gain:
3000 feet, 2400 feet out plus 600 feet on the return

Time:
7-9 hours round trip

Rating:
Class 1, Strenuous


Navigation: Difficult


Leader Rating: "I" (normal conditions)

Route:
All cross country with some steep sections

Original:
Minor White, February 1989

DRIVING ROUTE 2
· Take I-10 east past Banning to the intersection with SR 62.

· Go north on SR 62 to Park Blvd. in the town of Joshua Tree with a sign “Joshua Tree National Park”. Turn right.

· Drive 10.9 miles on this road to the Quail Springs Picnic Area on the right. Park here.

HIKING ROUTE 2
· From the parking area (3979'), hike across the desert floor to a prominent wash directly southwest.

· Ascend the wash. At its head, turn south for 0.5 mile to reach a broad saddle at 4240+. 

· Descend southwest from the saddle into Johnny Lang Canyon, reaching the canyon bottom at about 4150'. 

· From here, leave the canyon and hike south up the slope passing bump 5041 on its west side. 

· Continue down into saddle 4900' (UTM 720635). 

· Go west up the ridge, staying to the right of the rock outcroppings. 

· Contour left to the saddle south of bump 5405.

· Then hike southwest along the right side of the ridge to saddle 5160+ due east of the peak. 

· Continue southwest until you intersect the ridge coming east-southeast down from the summit. 

· Climb this ridge to the peak. The summit is a tall rock cairn at the south end of the summit ridge.

ROUTE 3

(National Park Service Entrance Fee Not Required)
Distance: 
10 miles round trip on trail and x-c
Gain:
1750 feet total, 1350 feet out and 400 feet on the return

Time:

6-7 hours round trip

Rating:

Class 1, Moderate



Navigation: Moderate

Leader Rating: "I" (normal conditions)

Driving:
Dirt road, possible for passenger vehicles

Original: 
Diane Dunbar, March 2001
DRIVING ROUTE 3
· Take I-10 east through Banning to SR 62.

· Go north on SR 62 to SR 247 (Old Woman Springs Road) in Yucca Valley.

· Continue about 2.8 miles east on SR 62 to La Contenta Road (traffic signal). Turn right (south) onto La Contenta Road. Note Odometer and go as follows:

· Drive south on La Contenta Road (pavement ends at 1 mile) to a junction at 2.8 miles. Make a half left turn.

· Continue on La Contenta Road to Joshua Tree National Park boundary at 4.5 miles. There is a road junction to the left near the boundary. Disregard junction and continue straight.

· Road junction at 5.8 miles. Go to the right. The road straight ahead goes to Nolina Cove.

· Road junction at 8.8 miles. Continue straight. The road to the right goes to Upper Covington Flat.

· Road ends at 9.4 miles. Park here in Lower Covington Flat. 
· Contact the National Park Service at (760) 367-5525 for road conditions. 

HIKING ROUTE 3
· From the parking area (4600') head east on the California Riding and Hiking Trail, for about 3.0 miles until you reach the small gullies draining to the southwest.  This is right before the trail makes a sharp turn to the south.
· At the second gully crossing (elevation 5000’) leave the trail and hike up the nose of the ridge in a generally east-southeast direction to the top of the ridge (5640’).  Be sure to note your location as this ridge is hard to see on the return.
· Continue on the ridgeline in an easterly and then northeasterly direction crossing over several bumps.

· Contour around bump 5787 on the left and into the saddle southwest of the summit of Quail Mountain.

· Continue to the northeast up the slope to the summit of Quail Mountain. The register is found at a tall rock cairn at the south end of the summit plateau.



ROUTE 4

(National Park Service Entrance Fee)
Distance: 
10 miles round trip

Gain:
1800 feet  

Time:

5-6 hours round trip

Rating:

Class 1, Moderate



Navigation: Moderate



Leader Rating: "I" (normal conditions)

Route:

All cross country

Original: 
Byron Prinzmetal, Jan 2002
DRIVING ROUTE 4
· Take I-10 east past Banning to the intersection with SR 62.

· Go north on SR 62 to Park Blvd. in the town of Joshua Tree with a sign “Joshua Tree National Park”. Turn right.

· Drive 10.9 miles on this road to the Quail Springs Picnic Area on the right. Continue straight.

· Drive about 3 miles to Hidden Valley campground.

· Continue another 0.9 mile. Park in the nearest legal pullout. Limited parking.
HIKING ROUTE 4
· Hike west about 2.75 miles aiming for the gully just south of bump 4859’.
· Go up this gully and down on the other side to a flat area.

· Cross this flat area going generally west over a low lying ridge and down into a large gully.  The low lying ridge is about 1/3 mile south of bump 5215’.  
· You will see a ridge in front of you that runs generally NW.  Hike up this ridge to Quail.
· Note:  Make sure you note where your car is for your return trip.  


OTHER ROUTES

Another route, long and easier to follow but not so challenging, is from the backcountry board on Key’s View Road. Hike the California riding and hiking trail to Juniper Flats, then hike x-c north west up a convenient gully or ridge to the summit.
PEAK NAME ORIGINS
By Louis Quirarte 
Named for the southern Gambel's (or Desert) Quail, a small game bird found in desert thickets and the lower slopes of this peak. The Desert Quail was over-hunted to near extinction in the late Nineteenth Century. Nearby Quail Springs, which was named at about this time, may have been a favored campsite for hunters. Cheryl Erickson, Librarian of Twentynine Palms, states that the name of the mountain was adapted from Quail Springs which is at elevation 4100. A mine and canyon to the northeast were named for prospector Johnny Lang (d 1925). USGS bench mark on summit reads "Jo", and the surveyor's notes are first known record of this name (1953). Name first appears on USGS Twentynine Palms quad (1955). Quail was added to the HPS Peak List in 1958. Quail Mountain is the highest point in Joshua Tree National Park.

CORRECTIONS:

Please send any changes or corrections to the Mountain Records Chair.

CHANGE LOG:

01-27-2001: B. Prinzmetal added info for route three, added route four, added change log and peak naming info.
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